
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   Meditation (from “Suite Medieval”) Langlais  

* HYMN 469 Morning Has Broken     Bunessan 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 54): 

Leader:  Save us, O God, by your name 

People:  Vindicate us by your might 

Leader:  Hear our prayers, O God; give ear to the words of our mouths 

People:  Surely, God is our helper; the Lord is the upholder of our lives 

Leader:  With a freewill offering we will sacrifice to God 

People:  We will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good! 

INTROIT  James Rivers 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord. Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
O sing with the trumpet, with the harp and the voice of a psalm. Let us sing. Amen. 

 

September 20, 2015 
Eleven o’clock 

 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 LIVE boldly 

 SHARE  boundlessly 

 GROW  community 

 BUILD  God’s world 

FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH  
OF ENGLEWOOD  



  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

MINUTE FOR CONNECT GROUPS        Carol Schulzrinne 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                           Diane Christian 

GIFT BIBLES PRESENTED TO CHURCH SCHOOL CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that too often we fail to embrace what you 
want from us, being reluctant to accept what you require of us.  We 
are more comfortable taking the easy way.  We don't want to believe 
that to be first of all, we must be the servant of all.  We prefer to be 
cushioned in a comfortable faith.  Yet you keep calling us to lose 
ourselves.  Fill us with a burning desire to work toward your vision  
for the world and for our lives.  This we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 403 What a Friend We Have in Jesus  Converse 

+ Children leave for Church School. Youth remain for Worship.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 1 

ANTHEM O For a Closer Walk With God  Stanford 

O for a closer walk with God, A calm and heavenly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road That leads me to the Lamb!  
 

Return, O holy dove, return, Sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, And drove thee from my breast. 
 

So shall my walk be close with God, Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb. 

   TEXT BY WILLIAM COWPER  

SECOND LESSON Mark 9:30-37 

SERMON                           “Doormat”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   



  

 

OFFERTORY O How Amiable Ralph Vaughan Williams 

O how amiable are your dwellings: thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath a 
desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord: My heart and my 
flesh rejoice in the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found her a 
house, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: even thy 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house: They will be always praising thee. The glorious Majesty of 
the Lord our God be upon us: prosper thou the work of our hands upon us. 
O prosper thou our handiwork. O God, our help in ages past, our hope for 
years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                      Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 289 O God of Every Nation  Llangloffan 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Acclamations Langlais 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Jean Langlais (1907-1991) occupied the organ bench once held by Franck in St. 
Clothilde in Paris. He brought a unique language to his organ compositions, many of 
which are based on Gregorian chant. His “Suite Medieval in the form of a Low Mass” 
contains five pieces based on chants for liturgical use.  Sometimes described as “Brahms 
with an Irish accent,” Charles Villiers Stanford  (1852 –1924) was an Irish 
composer, music teacher, and conductor. One of the founders of the Royal College of 
Music, he railed against modernism in music and was the most influential British 
composer of his day. His anthem, “Oh! For a closer walk with God,” is set to the hymn 
tune Caithness, which appears in the 1635 Scottish Psalter. It is a miniature musical 
gem, which perfectly complements the tender yet intense prayer-poem of the English poet 
and hymnodist William Cowper.  Ralph Vaughan Williams  (1872 – 1958) was a 
great-nephew of Charles Darwin. He studied the piano and violin at the Royal College  
of Music, and music and history at Cambridge. He was a major contributor to the 
collection of English folk song, and also composed works in all the major genres. Despite 
his substantial involvement in church music, and the religious subject-matter of many  
of his works, he was described by his second wife as ‘an atheist who later drifted into a 
cheerful agnosticism.’ 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 1 (NRSV) 
 1Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,  
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they  
meditate day and night. 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit  
in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they 
prosper. 
4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in  
the congregation of the righteous; 
6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of  
the wicked will perish. 
 
Mark 9:30-37 (NRSV) 
 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did  
not want anyone to know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying  
to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 
will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But 



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Centers at Coffee & 
Conversation or in the Lobby of the Sanctuary, where you will receive a 
Welcome Kit.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Eddy Farrell & Andrew Platek, Co-Captains 
 

Logan Beharry  Avery DiMario   Emily Kahn      Josh Kahn     Nick Rameshwar   
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Elliot Lee. Elliot is in seventh grade at 
Tenafly Middle School. He lived in California for six years and then moved  
to New Jersey. He has been attending FPC since 2013.  He enjoys fishing, 
playing chess, and baseball. He broke his collarbone playing baseball but it 
didn’t stop him. He has a three-legged cat named Coco as well as seven 
fish. Elliot is interested in a career in marine biology or ornithology. He  
also plays the saxophone and the piano. 

they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house 
he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they 
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who  
was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then 
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, 
he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the  
one who sent me.” 

 

*     *     *     *     * 




